BS4 - "The Uniqueness and Supremacy of Jesus Christ"

Apologia: Reason to Hope
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Once again, this week's study is a departure from our usual studies.  If you haven't had a chance to listen to the message, please do so at www. td.mbcla.org.  It will be a big help in giving you a starting point of how to approach what you're going to encounter in this small group study, as well as your fieldwork.  
In last week’s message, Nathaniel brought up several objections to the Biblical understanding of Jesus Christ.  Some of these alternate interpretations come from historians, some from other religious traditions, and still others from atheists and agnostics.  Consider the following situations and decide how you personally would respond.  This will require research on your part - some google-ing, Bible study, and straight out thinking on your part, but unless you truly wrestle with the questions posed, the answers will never become your own. A good place to start is the TD web site.  Click on Resources, and then check out the links under Apologetics.  They will be VERY useful in helping you to build your understanding and confidence in the uniqueness of Jesus Christ.
Fieldwork Opportunity/Privilege - Conversing about Jesus

Engage with someone or some people this week in a conversation about the One and Only - Jesus Christ.  You can begin by asking them what they think of Jesus and why they thinks that way.  Then, listen to them!  Based on their answers, ask questions about what they said that will show you are genuinely interested in what they think.  If their answers are not true, gently but firmly ask questions that will help them rethink their position.  Remember your goal is simply to represent Christ accurately, truthfully, and winsomely as we contend for the truth that Jesus is God's son, who lived a perfect life, and died on the cross to pay for our sins.  Yet, death couldn't keep Him down as He rose from the grave to demonstrate His sovereignty over death, and to offer us that same power if we turn from our sins and surrender our lives to Him.  
While you're engaged in the conversation, be in constant prayer for them as well as for yourself.  Don't rely on yourself.  Try to also quote or refer to Scripture verses or passages in your conversations.  They may not agree with it or believe it (or they might!), but at least you will have gotten Scripture on the soil of their hearts … and it is Scripture that the Holy Spirit uses to change lives.  The "seeds" will now have been sown.  It's God's job to use them as He sees fit.
Share thoughts and questions that emerged from the conversation(s) here:
Scenarios to Work Through
1. You are a proud Bruin and have recently enrolled in an Ancient History class with the UCLA Classics department.  During the first few lectures, the professor discusses ancient mythology and comes to the following conclusion: “Though it looks like these outlandish legends are a thing of the past, they are actually preserved and fervently protected in the central protagonist of Christianity- Jesus Christ.  Jesus - from his virgin birth to crucifixion and resurrection- is based entirely off of mythological deities like Adonis and Dionysus.  Without these prototypes to imitate, Jesus Christ would not exist- at least not how Christians perceive him today.” This doesn’t sit right with you and you go to talk with your professor during his office hours.  What do you say?
2. You’re having lunch with one of your friends who you know prides herself in being extremely open-minded and tolerant. Suddenly she remarks, “I don’t understand how you Christians can be so arrogant as to think that Jesus has the corner on truth. I personally believe there is truth in all religions and thus all religious traditions should be given equal weight.  After all, don’t Jesus, Muhammad, Siddhartha Gautama, Joseph Smith, and Confucius all teach similar things on how to live wisely and love others?”
3. As a first year medical student, many of your classmates are staunch naturalists. You are talking about your plans for Easter break when the guy sitting next to you busts out laughing. “Wait,” he starts, “you’re telling me that you really believe Jesus rose from the dead!?! Don’t tell me you believe in the virgin birth too! Man, I think I need to give you a refresher course in freshman bio! What on earth are you doing in medical school if you don’t believe in the laws of science?”
4. *Ding dong* “Hi! My name is Elder Jones, and this is my friend, Elder Smith, and we are from the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints.” Before long, you are engaged in a heated discussion regarding the person of Jesus. “Now don’t get us wrong, we believe that Jesus had to die because our good works are not sufficient for our salvation, though they are necessary. As far as the identity of Jesus, I think it’s perfectly reasonable to say that Satan is the spirit brother of Jesus. See Isaiah 14:12 and Colossians 1:15. Also since Jesus is referred to as the “firstborn among many brethren” (Romans 8:29) and Jesus became a god, we too can become gods, if we live rightly and have true faith.”
5. It’s been about a year now since you’ve been dialoguing with your friend about the Christian faith. He’s been pretty convinced intellectually yet still seems to doubt. All of a sudden, he pops this question, perhaps the hardest one you’ve ever had to answer. “Jesus said he came into the world to basically change lives, right? So if he really is who he claimed to be and really did what the Bible says he did, why do the Christians I know seem just like everybody else? You Christians are going to need to start looking a lot more redeemed before I start believing in your redeemer.”
